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SPEECH, &. 


HEN I caſt my Eyes around me and behold 
that Seat vacant, which was ſo lately adorned 
with the Virtues of that Friend of Mankind 

Mr. LorkRor, the Scene is too ſtriking, too 

affecting to be unnoticed and unlamented. 


To a ſingle Perſon or to a ſingle Family the Weight 
of the Divine Hand in his Removal would be quite in- 
ſupportable, but the united Concern of the Public may 
perhaps in ſome Degree alleviate it, though it is ſevere 
at the lighteſt. | But righteous art tbou O Lord | in all 
thy Doings, juſt and true are thy Ways thou King of 
Saints 


Little did I think that the firſt Time I'was to dic. 
charge my Duty from this Bench would be on this ſo- 


lemn Occaſion, of celebrating the Virtues of the de- 
-_ _ ceaſed 
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ceaſedʒ but the Taſſe, although irkſome, is what Duty 
ſtrictly demands, and 1 obey. The Memory of a de- ö 
parted Friend makes Nature recoil, revives my Paſſion, 
andi tells me I am too unequal to the Attempt, But 
ſhall publick Merit be paſſed by unregarded ? No | 
publick Juſtice calls too loud and claims * Tribute of 
1 ear for a publick Loſs. | | 


Although Tam unhappy from a too * Senſibility o of 
this Misfortune, and from the Warmth of my Affection 
for my departed Friend, yet J eſteem my ſelf happy in 
this, that though I range the Fields of Virtue to gather 

| my Laurells to crown his happy Memory, yet there is 

| | : | not a Perſon preſent but will confeſs my warmeſt At- 


tempts diſproportionate to ſo much Merit. Ves my 

| mournful Audience] when 1 haye ſaid all, you will ac- 
f knowledge, that the one half has not been told to you, 
and I ſhall chearfully applaud your Judgment. 


Amidſt ſo beautiful an Aſſemblage df Win am at 
a Loſs which to begin with. But as T ſtand in this pub 
lick Hall of Juſtice, ſuffer me to turn my Thoughts 
firſt to that Part of his C Character which, ſhone. from the 
| Seat of Fudgment. How Ready * was he in the Purſuit 
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of Truth? How anxious left he ſhould deviate into any 
/By-Path, that led from the Rights of Mankind | Ever 
ſolicitous to keep the Road of publick Juſtice, ever ſin- 
cere in directing others in it! Too diffident, too uncon- 
ſcious of his own Merit, almoſt to a Fault! Had he been 
lefs fo, it would have been happier for Mankind. Integrity 
was ſo prevailing a Part of his Character, that his very 
Countenance expreſſed the honeſt Sentiments of his 
Mind. His Heart was always open to imbibe any Rays 
of Light and Truth ; His Hand would have been al- 
ways ſhut againſt any Offer to betray his Innocence, if 
the Severity of his Virtue had not been too well known 
to prevent any one's daring the Temptation of a Bribe» 
Bribed indeed he was once, but it was a Bribe from Vir- 
rug; her Pleaſures were a Bribe fo great as to retain 
him inflexibly in her Cauſe, and to deafen him to all 
| other Addreſſes. He was clothed with Righteouſneſs ; 
Judgment was his Robe. 


If we view him in his military Character, we ought 
to be grateful to a kind Providence that we are ſo un- 
acquainted with it. But had his Country called for 
the Exerciſe of his military Virtues, he would doubtleſs 
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have reaped his Share of Laurells. His Mind was ſo 
firm, and his Reſolution ſo ſtrongly founded on the 
Principles of Virtue and Religion, that his other Con- 
duct in Life, leaves no Room to doubt, but the ſame 
Principles which influenced his Actions for the Honour 
of his Gop, would have inſpired him to have exerted 
himſelf for he Honour of his Country. | 


In the buſy Life of Trade and C. Dmmerce, who more: 
honeſt | who more undiſguiſed | Void of all the little 
Arts and Tricks which ſome ſo much value themſelves 
upon, to increaſe their glittering Piles of Dirt ; he ab- 
horred eyen the moſt diſtant Thought of a Deceit. 
Guile was ſo abſent from his Heart, that his Promiſe 
was as great a Security as the Poſſeſſion of the Thing 
promiſed. While others racked their Invention to draw 
ſafe Contracts in the common Bargains of Trade; it was 
only to explain our Meaning to Mr. LoTuror, and 
his Word was as authentick as the ſtrongeſt Forms of 


Law, When he made a Promiſe to his Hurt, the Per- 
| formance of it was as ſure, as if he was to have reaped 
an immenſe Treaſure from it : N ay his Virtue was fo 
rigid, that he took a Pride, (if it was poſſible for him 
to be tainted with Prid e) in convincing us that ſuch Pro- 

miſes 
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fries ought to be religiouſly diſcharged. Diligent ir in 
is own Buſt ineſs, he ever encouraged Induftry and Dili- 


ence in others: And thoſe. who were employed by 
were always pleaſed, for they did not look upon 


In ͤmeerly as their Employer, but as their Friend. 


Like the Sun he went the Circle of his Buſineſs, diffu- 
fing a kindly Heat and Influence, which enlivened and 
actuated all around him. His Schemes were formed on 
well concerted Plans, and Succeſs attended the Executi- 
on of them: The very Rock poured him out Rivers of Oil. 


Let us now take a View of him as a Member of So. 
ciety in another Point of Light. So great a Regard had 
he for the Community, that when the Peace of That 
was in Danger, it always diſturbed his own Peace.” A 
Party Spirit he was unacquainted with in himſelf, ex- 
cept- in the Cauſe of Virtue and Goodneſs ; and there 
he was ſo uncomplying, as never to give Quarter to 
their Enemies. He would take more Pleaſure in recon- 
ciling a publick Difference, than even the moſt male- 
volent Temper could in making one. His own Intereſt 
was always ſubſervient to the Publick ; it was his Am- 
bition to be as extenſively good as poſſible. His Cha- 


ry was 6 o diſintereſted, that you could not lay a greater 
Obligation 
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Obligation on him, than to ſhew him the Objects of it 
neither could you diſoblige him more, than to let 1 
Objects know the Hand that relieved them; unleſs 
| where it was neceſſary to influence others to the ſame 
Temper, and there. alone he was forward to appear. 
Great Numbers he relieved by the moſt uſeful Charity, 
of employing them in Labour ; and this Kind of it 
was' the more pleaſing to him, as it ſeemed to take off 
the Force of an Obligation from thoſe that were employ- 
ed; for he was ſo remarkable for Humility, and an 
Averſion to the Pomp of Pride, that if any Thing could 
prevent him from doing a good Action, it was 4 Fear 


of being commended for it. 


A In Domeſtick Life at the Head of the ſmall Society of 
a Family, he gave ſuch evident Proofs of Affection and 
Tenderneſs, that nothing can expreſs the Degree of, but 
the Tears of thoſe who miſs him from that Place, where, 
"till now, Joy and Happineſs reigned” triumphant. But 
this Scene is too tender to enter upon, the. ee of 
it is 0 een and I forbear. 


Behold kim now in 4s * ſoft Light of Life! 
Behold himasa Friend „ His Friendſhip fat  gracgful 


and 
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eaſy upon him: no complaiſant Affectedneſs; all 
was plain, open, undiſguiſed. Here it was that he 
dealt out his whole Soul. His Friendſhip was above the 
ö Standard of Sterling, for it loſt nothing by aſſaying: It 
had no Droſs to be purged of; and the Fire inſtead of 
leſſening, rather added to its Weight. It was a Friend- 
ſhip that wore ſo well, that neither Age nor the moſt 
conſtant Uſe could make it Thread-bare. It did not 
conſiſt in Expreſſions of Ceremony and Compliment, 
which Mankind falſly denominate a Friend from; but 

| a conſtant uniform Tenor of generous Actions proved 1t 
to be genuine. Say ye happy few, that felt the Warmth 


can tell how unwith-held he was in theſe tender Sea- 
ſons of Life g how happy you were in him. Happy 
and unhappy 1 ! I knew him juſt enough to convince 
me of his amiable Qualities : I knew him too well not 
to feel the Loſs of a valuable Friend. 
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Zut Religion was what finiſhed his Character, and it 

was what he always began with. He deteſted the falſe 

- Glare of Hypocriſy ; he choſe rather to be, than to 
"ſeem good. His Religion was neither like the ruffled 


| Ocean, nor the ſtagnated Pool; it was free from the 
' C Froth 


of his Friendſbip in an intimate Degree | for ye beſt 


| Breaſt. ; when Nature was. finking and reſigning all 


the £ Suddenneſs of it. He knew in whom: he had be- 


turning to his Home ? Mari this. Per fecs, behold i 


bis Faults and Failings. , Doubtleſs he had both, or we 


ſteady Stream from that Fountain which is pure and in- 
exhauſtible, the Fountain of Truth and Virtue. It was 
undefiled before God; it led him to relieve the Poor and 
the Fatberlſt; io viſit the Widow in ber Aſliction, and 
to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World. He did juſt- 
Y, he loved Mercy, he *valked humbly with bis God; It 
was a Religion that ſtood the Teſt; for in the Article 
of Death, in that critical Moment, when his Soul ſtood 
on the Verge of Eternity, when Death had diſcharged 
the fatal Arrow, and he felt it ſtick faſt in his wounded 


her Power to the King of Terrors; how undaunted did 
he meet the Enemy? He met him as: his Friend, Calm. 


and ſcrene he ſtood the furious Shock, notwithſtanding 


Heved: He was perſwaded that God was his Father | 
and his Friend: what then could diſturb him in re- 


upright Man, * his End Was Pence. | 
Amidſt this Aflimbilage of Virees ; low few were 
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ewail his: Mortality. But as to his Faults; they were 
loft amidſt ſo many good Qualities, that I We. 
the greateſt Reaſon that I had to ſuſpect him of any, 
was, that all that knew him, loved, honoured and ſpoke 
well of him. But let it be remembered, that Vice is 
ſometimes forced to worſhip at the Shrine of Virtue. 
t- If Envy can find them out or add to them; let Envy 
her ſelf reflect, that if Charity alone can cover a Multi- 


fo many Virtues muſt be. 


| And; muſt ſo much Goodneſs leave this Earth ? Yes, 
Mr. Lor HRO is no more. Lord / What is Man ? 
Lord of this Earth to Day, and Earth it ſelf to mor- 
row | What. is. Man in Honour 2 He is a Shadow; he 
is the Shade of a Shadow. 7/hat- is. Man at bis beſt 


Efate ? He is Nothing ; he is leſs than Nothing; he 
i Vanity it felt. 
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This Seat where we once were ſo well pleaſed to ſee 
him, where he ſhared and lightned our Labours ; this 


Seat ſhall know him no more. May that Harmony and 
| * 


Gould not have had Occaſion in this ſolemn Manner to 


tude of Sins, of how great Efficacy the united Force of 


My Wo rah Fathers and Brethren of this Bench 
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Friendſhip which prevailed among us when he was her 
fill ſubſiſt and redouble its Force in diminiſhing the 

Loſs of him. I am ſure you will forgive me, when 1 
i recommend to You, the ſame ſteady Courſe of Virtue \ 
l | which he purſued, fince it is your own ; for me, may 1 


be an humble Imitator of him. He has doubtleſs re- 
ceived his Plaudit from the Judge of all the Earth-: 


How ſoon we may be called to anſwer at that unerring 


Tribunal, Gop alone knows: When that Time comes, 


may our Hearts be pure and our Hands clean, that we 
may receive our Plaudit too. 


Gentlemen of the Bar ! You have loſt a Friend, and 
you too well knew the Correſpondence between this 
Bench and Bar not to lament your Loſs. Give me leave 
to ſay it, and let me fay it with ſome Air of boaſting”; ; 
that there i is not one of his Majeſty's Courts throughout 
the Province, where there is aggreater Harmony preſer-.. 
ved between the Bench and the Bar than inthe County 
of P.yMouTH. May it ſtill be preſerved, that Juſtice 
may have an uninterrupted Courſe | in communi- 


ms Peace and i to ' all that apply voy 


for | it. ; 259 
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iT The cu. and Town of PLYMOUTH ht be too 
4 eafible of Wig Hand of Heaven not to join with me in 
every | Period of Sorrow. The deſtroying Angel has 
" paſ'd over You” and fulfilled his Commiſſion ; may he 
_ 8 have fulfillgd' the Whole*of it and have returned his Sword 
into his Sheath. Lament ye unhappy Poor for fare 


5 ou, ngeves can forget your generous, Benefaftor ; ; your 
watchful Friend. Tender of your Relief, he ke his 
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beard him, it bleſſed bim, and when your Eye ſaw him, 

it witneſſed for him: You that were poor and fatherleſs 

The relieved, and your Hearts he cauſed to fing for Toy. 

6.9 Auaſ⸗ / where is he now ? thoſe Hands, which ſo often 

\ | ſcattered Bleſſings among you, are confined in the re- 
Flentleſs Grave. 


\\ Relations and Friends will bemoan their Loſs, 1 ex- 
He their Sympathy in too moving Accents. Their 

CLoſs is too affecting to expreſs. I feel it my ſelf, and I 
forbear. Silence think the reſt. 


* But is there no Relief under this general Misfortune ? 
Ves! Gop Almighty reigns the King of Nature | His 
ſuperintending Providence can replace as many Virtues 


in the Room of thoſe he has removed from us. 


great Maſter went about doing Good. When your Far 
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Nay that kind ets then lend another Blefſi 
as extenſively uſeful as that which he has, taken 
"Half And may we all be grateful for the Loan 
what we have enjoyed; and notwithſtanding this; 8. 
Mlisfortune e labour under, religiouſſy vindicate t 
Ways of Gon to Man, 


* - 
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' | May each reſpective duese among us, who felt 
happy an Influence from his various Virtues, be induc! 
by his Example, to be as extenſively good as he was, a 
then doubtleſs we ſhall be as conſummately n 28 
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